that he was not, and might find it profitable to hint as
much.
4At all events, you mustn't worry/ he said. 'This is a
man's business.' He thought intently. 'On no account
mention it to anybody.5
Margaret flushed at advice so elementary, but he was
really paving the way for a lie. If necessary he would deny
that he had ever known Mrs Bast, and prosecute her for
libel. Perhaps he never had known her. Here was Margaret,
who behaved as if he had not. There the house. Round
them were half a dozen gardeners, clearing up after his
daughter's wedding. All was so solid and spruce, that the
past flew up out of sight like a spring-blind, leaving only
the last five minutes unrolled.
Glancing at these, he saw that the car would be round
during the next five, and plunged into action. Gongs were
tapped, orders issued, Margaret was sent to dress, and the
housemaid to sweep up the long trickle of grass that she
had left across the hall. As is Man to the Universe, so was
the mind of Mr Wilcox to the minds of some men - a
concentrated light upon a tiny spot, a little Ten Minutes
moving self-contained through its appointed years. No
Pagan he, who lives for the Now, and may be wiser than
all philosophers. He lived for the five minutes that have
passed, and the five to come; he had the business mind.
How did he stand now, as his motor slipped out of Oniton
and breasted the great round hills ? Margaret had heard a
certain rumour, but was all right. She had forgiven him,
God bless her; and he felt the manlier for it. Charles and
Evie had not heard it, and never must hear. No more must
Paul. Over his children he felt great tenderness, which he
did not try to track to a cause: Mrs Wilcox^was too far
back in'his life. He did not coimect her with the sudden
aching love that he felt for Evie. Poor little Evie! he trusted
that Cahill would make her a decent husband.
And Margaret ? How did she stand ?
She had several minor worries. Clearly her sister had
heard something. She dreaded meeting her in town* And
die was anxious about Leonard, for whom they certainly
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